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The rocky outcrop area consists of 3 areas of varying heights 
which relate to each other through a water sculpture. This 
sculpture is a metaphorical yet interactive diagram, which takes 
inspiration from the water cycle. Rain water is collected at the 
top of the rocky outcrop by the sculpture on its 4 rusted iron 
wok ‘leaves’. The water re-emerges further down the outcrop in 
another wok ‘leaf’, bubbling to the surface. In the lowest area, 
600 mm above the sandpit, water emerges from the rocks to 
create a shallow pebbled pond. The water is then recycled back 
up the hill into the main sculpture.

Below the sand pit, water is collected in a rain garden, catching 
runoff from the basketball court and filtering it using semi-
aquatic vegetation before it drains into the existing storm water 
pit. Dividing the basketball court and the existing playground, a 
pebbled swale will assist the rainwater garden in treating storm 
water, whilst providing an interactive aspect for students. These 
elements of temporal water, along with the rainwater sculpture 
will assist in cooling the area in summer, and will also attract 
birds and frogs to the area. 

Densely planted casuarinas create a forest effect at between the rain garden and the existing playground and 
protruding into the synthetic turf, create a visual differentiation between play spaces. The planting behind the 
existing trees and upon the rock outcrop will not only enhance student’s exposure to plants and their textures, 
but also increase flora biodiversity. 

Along the north side of the current playground wooden step stones link the existing boardwalk to the rocky out 
crop and rammed earth wall seating. The steppers rise to form seating 400 mm high around the eastern existing 
tree, while the rammed earth walls protect the other existing trees from compaction and providing seating.  The 
rammed earth walls descend into the ground at their ends creating openings for entrances into the playground.

RB Landscapes have created two unique spaces adding to a collective identity to St Francis Xavier Primary 
School. We at RB Landscapes believe exposure to the natural environment is an important part of developing as 
a child. Our school landscapes are responsible for helping students grow into adults that appreciate and respect 
our natural resources. The spaces developed at St Francis Xavier Primary School will support students when 
playing and learning but also encourage them to live in an environmentally conscious way. 
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